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Overview

Chokma(Hello),

Thank you for your interest in the Chickasaw Nation Student Curriculum. We are
pleased to offer this curriculum that explores our deep history, culture and traditions
Started in 2010 with the development of the Chickasaw Cultural Center, the curricula are
designed to inform and educate individuals about the dynamic history of our Chickasaw
leaders, monumental events and culture. Chickasaw historians, researchers,
archaeologists and other educators, as well as tribal elders, have worked tirelessly to
develop this curriculum to share our story.

We are excited to offer Un& Each lesson focuses on a specific event and/or
i ndividual t hr ouagh outorydnthiscor@Gubeie with #ssoawmmessdmt i on 6 s
plan, reading material, discussion questions, student acsuigent quiand reference
list for convenienceAll provided materials have been reviewed and approved by the
Chickasaw Nation Department of CulteHumanities and the Chickasaw Nation
Department of Communicatio®s Community Development.

The Chickasaw Nation would like to thank you for your support. If you have any
guestions, please contddt. Joe Thomas, special assistant to the secretary of the
Chickasaw Nation Bpartment oCulture & Humanitiesat (580) 4367258 or
joe.thomas@chickasaw.net

*The followingOklahomaAcademic Standardsas outlined in th®©klahoma
State Depart mentSodd Stugidsgucate io beudes onB/ @slad
basic guide. Other standards may be applicahb
interpretation of the lesson material or ability/need to make a conceptual connection:

Grade9-12

V Oklahoma History and Government: The Foundation, Formation and
Transformation of OklahomaContent Standard 5.9:Examine major cultural
and ethnic groupés contributions to the s
modern state of Oklahoma.
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Lesson Plan

OKLAHOMA ACADEMICSTANDARDS

V Grades 912: Oklahoma History and Government:The Foundation,

Formation and Transformation of OklahomaContent Standard 5.9.

INTRODUCTION

fiToday we will discusghe many businessChickasawpeopleestablished both
before and after Removal mtndian Territory Prior to the arrival of Europeans in the
Chickasaw Homelandyhich consiss of parts of preserday Mississippi, Alabama,
Kentucky and Tennessee, Chickasaws were actively conducting entrepreneurship. Can
someone tell me what entreprership means?lfake a minute to allow students to
answer] The formal definition of Btrepreneurships the willingness to take risks and
develop, organize and manage a business venture in a competitive global marketplace
that is constantly evolving.hough generally speakingntrepreneurship is having the
ability and skills necessaty creatively manage a busineBsen before th&500s
Chickasawsvere actively developing and organizing business ventures to provide for
their people. Trade fairs conductadng the Mississippi and Tombigbee rivarsone

example othis.

fiTo better understand this concdpt us take a minute to cleaur minds
regarding everything that we know or think we know about a busiBessot think
about large buildings andd#ities. Do not think about banners, slogapoductsor
commercials. Instead, think about the business concepts, ideas, teamwork, knowledge
andexpertiseneeded to conduct a business. Additionally, think of how businesses are

conducted to generate funisprovide for others

fiThe earlyChickasawbusiness ventures continued from generation to generation,
improving the lives of citizens and building strong diplomatic and trade alliances with the
British during the late 1600s and with the United States in 1786. Sadly, Chickasaws were
forcibly removel from their Homeland. Does anyone know what this tragic event in

American Indian history is calledTdke a minute to discuss the questidfted Many
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refer to it as théTrail of Tearso However, Chickasaws refer to their removal from their
Homeland ashe Chickasaw Removarhe Chickasaw Removal was a result of the 1830
Indian Removal Act signed into law by President Andrew Jackson. This act negatively
impacted numerous tribes, authorizing the president to grant unsettled lands west of the
Mississippi inexchange foAmericanindian lands within existing state bordevkost
Chickasaw families were forced to abandon their businesses and homes. However,
Chi c k aesparties id leadership anesiliencywas not lostAfter arrivingin their

new territory Chickasaws determinedly rebuilt their businesses, homes, families, schools

governmenaind communities.

filn this lesson, you will learn how Chickasaws utilized entrepreneurship to
provide and strengthen the lives of their peopléditionally, we willexplorehow the
Chickasaw Nation continues tiarive with more than 100 diversified businessés

OBJECTIVES
Upon completion of this curriculum, students will be able to:

1. Identify transportation pathways that enabled Chickasaws to develop trade with

other ®utheastern tribal groups and Europeans.

2. Explain various Chickasaw entrepreneur endeavors from the earliest endeavors to

currentday enterprises.

3. Develop a business idea that reflects the Chickasaw entrepreneurial spirit of

taking care obur people

READINGPROCEDURE

1. The teacher will hand out the included text to students and read the first two

paragraphs aloud. The students will then read the rest of the text aloud.

2. The teacher will lead the students in a discussion of some or all of the included
guestions, asking the students follap questionsas appropriate. The students
will answer the questions and are encouraged to pose questions of their own.
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If the students are uncomfortable widading aloud the teacher may wish to
consider reading the éne passage to model good reading habits. For students who
already display great comfort with oral reading, the teacher may wish to have the
students read the entire passage. Teachers should feel free to stop the reading and
pose knowledge questions abthd texd e.g., asking students to define words or
explain more. Similarly, the questions may be answered in discussion, as intended, or

the teacher may use them to make a free response worksheet for the students.
MATERIALS

1. Reading tex{provided)

2. Discussbn questions (provided)

3. Pencils/pens

EVALUATION

The teacher will grade students base@oombination othe following oral
reading participation in discussion and any commantgle These grades may be

evaluative or for discragph.eti on, at the teacher

ACTIVITY PROCEDURE

1. The teacher will introducthe activity to the student&: Now t hat you have
greater understanding of ChickaséWssiness end&ors from past to present, it
is your turn to develop your very own busindgslizing common themes and
ideas from Chickasaws, such as trade fatemds hotels or casinos, prepare an
essay that illustrates your creative business and plan. Be sure to explain how the

proposed business wil!/| i mpact your commun
2. The teachewill supervise the students as thagreloptheir essay.

3. At the end of the writing period, the teacher will ask two to three students to read

their essayaloud.
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MATERIALS
1. Student activity (provided)
2. Paper
3. Pencils/pens

EVALUATION

The teachewill grade students based on the content of the paragraphs. A

completion grade may also be an acceptable alternative, depending on the student or

students in question.
CLOSURE

Today, we learned about marghickasaw economic investmeniior to the
Chickasaw Nationbés Removal to Indian Territo
their willingness to provide for their owm their quest for improving the lives of their
own, we uncovered that many n@hickasaws benefitteas well How was this
evidenced throughout the reading®¢$w time for students to respond to quesiion.

Thatds right. Early Chickasaw families condu
Tennessee and Tombigbee rivers that promoted supplies and resourcesdieingex

between Chickasaws and other Southeastern Indians. Additionally, it was withessed

within the discussion of théhickasaw stands, providing weary travelers with a place to

eat and rest. Today, the Chickasaw Nation continues to provide for tiegnsihrough

more than 10@ntrepreneurial advancements, including banking, tourism, health care,

gaming and many others. The history of Chickasaw entrepreneurship continues to
illustratethemisi on of t he Chiemh&neeshe overdllagugiofdiie of N T

the Chickasaw people. o
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Reference Material

Prior to Removal to Indian
Territory in 1837, Chickasaws
resided in their Homeland, castng
of parts of preserday Mississippi,
Alabama, Kentuckynd Tennessee.
Throughout the &utheast,

Chickasaws and other Southeastern

Figurel: A map of the Chickasaw Homeland, consisting ¢ ' |ndians relied heavily on the Natchez
parts of presenday Mississippi, Alabama, Kentucky and

Tennessee. Image courtesy of @lackasaw Nation ] ]
Collections. Trace, ancient trails carved out by

such, the trace presented the opportunity for _

Chickasaws teommunicatend tradewith

neighboring tribes, including the Choctaw, f'?‘ v _\"‘ k" _-' Iw! o ﬁ:
o l»ﬁ_\hxvg%n-@m-

L Ry
Natchez, Cherokee, Muscogee (Cremhkql &

other Southeastetndians.

Figure2: A map depicting the Natchez Trace,
which goes fromNatchez, Mississippto
Nashville, Tennessee. Image courtesy of the
National Park Service.

Similarly to the Natchez Trace, the
major waterways throughout the@heast

provided Chickasawadditional avenugto communicate and trade. The Mississjppi
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Tennesseand Tombigbee rivensere sites fotrade fairs to obtain valuable trade goods.
Duringtrade fairsfamiliescouldtrade items for desired gogdsich as conch shells,
copper, obsidiaandturquoise, m addition to deer skin, pottery, bear grease and bows
and arrowsltems were used for adornment and surviVaese trade fairs were highly

organized evestthatbrought many tribetogether.

Figure3: Tom Phil l i psd painting, Chitgkdsaws Eoaductinga tlade fdhe i
Chickasawsonduded trade fairs throughout the@@®heast, trading resources and supplies with other
Southeastern tribal groups along the Mississippi, Tennessee and Tombigbee rivers. Image courtesy
Chickasaw Nation Collections.

During the | ate 1600s, the trails and riwv
initiated the beginning of foreign settlement by the Spanish, BritidlFeench nations.
Chickasaw leaders took notice of the trade itemsggsed by the European nations, and
they sought to provide their people with the iteA&sthe European nations began
trudging into Chickasaw territoryChickasaws extended their trade fairs to the Europeans
to acquire their goods, including guns and lery, beads, cloth and iron cookware,
among many other3hese trade fairs reinforc&thickasaws as early entrepreneurial

leaders and as warriors who continued to regulate tradéuwtithSoutheastern nations
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andEuropean nations

Beginning in the early 1700s, Chickasaw leaders took notice of the trade items
possessed by the British and agreed to a trade alliance. The British were more diplomatic
with Chickasaw leaders and possessed finer trade items, as opposed to the Spanish and
French. The strong negotiating and leadership skills possessed by Chickasaw leaders
strengthened the Chickasaw Nation as a diplomatic natidasarevered trading nation
that stretched as far north as the Great Lakes and as far sougiagdftof Mexi®. They

continued to trade with the British until the 1780s when ChickdsasgerPiominko

signed the Treaty of Hopewell with the young
United States in 1786 (s&ominko, Payamataha
~and Tishominkeurriculum). This treaty marked

. the official alliance biveen the Chickasaw Nation
& and the United States, which greatly influentesl
role the Chickasaw Nation playedtire War of

1812 (sedhe War of 1812urriculum).With
assistance from the Chickasaw Nation, the United

States was victorious over the British.

Figure4: Painting of Chickasaw &sler ]

Piominko. Piominkaelflessly worked to In 1803, President Thomdsfferson
protect Chickasaw sovereignty and cultur
Painting created by Chickasaw artist Mike
Larsen.Courtesy othe Chickasaw Nation

Collections

commissioned William Clark and Meriwether
Lewis to map and explore the nevdgquired
Louisiana Purchas®@residentlefferson sent Captain Lewis, Lieutenant Clark and

members of the Corps of Discovery, comprised of peaceful soldiers, up thaiMisso
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River to its source in the western mountains and beyond to the Pacific Thean.
explorerstrekked hoping to uncoverew opportunities the Americans desperately

wanted (Bredenberg, 2000)his largescale land purchase included preseasy
ArkansasColorado, lowa, Kansas, Louisiana, Minnesota, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska,
North Dakota, Oklahoma, South Dakota and Wyoming (The Louisiana Purchase, 2013).
President Jefferson hoped the expeditmwwould be able to find the elusive

Northwest Passagewater route across the country, whitlwvas believed, coulgreatly
assist the U.S. economy (Bredenberg, 2000)

Additionally, the land was speculated by many to have new animals and contain
large amounts of fertile soil and other natural resouiides.news of the purchase and
opportunitiegapidly spread throughout the& Coast, and many Americans began
traveling west to seetutthe new possibilities. Traveling west, though, was no easy task.
While the Southeast was home to beautiful mountaimaijrge bluffs and ridges, it was
also home to dense vegetatitmorny thickets and overgrowth. If an inexperienced

traveler were to venture off the trails or to traakgne it could ultimately meamleath.

As more and more
travelers began to advance into
the Southeasseeking new
opportunities many found

themselvesdst, hungry and

LA

R = afraid due to the demanding
Figure5: The Natchez Tracserved ashee ar | 'y A hi
weaved in and out of Chick

homelandslmage courtesy of thiational Park Service. environment. Takmg advantage
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of the situation, Chickasv families residing along theo8theasit #ails began to
establiehofiswanshsadte sienrnvsed as early fAbed and

travelers Each stand was a,a@diheywkralscated albngtme | y6s ho

NatcheZTrace
approximately one
every 5 to 6 miles. The
stands served as
blossoming businesses
for many Chickasaw
families, providing a

warm meal and shelter

» o ¥ A N

P WS

Figure6:Locat ed al ong the Natchez Trac
and operated by George Colbert and his family during the early 1800s. Cou .
of theNatchez Trace Parkway Association. explorers in eXChange

to the American

for economic gain. Additional provisions, including corn, neeat fresh water, were
provided to the travelers for monetagrgand other desired supplies.
American explorers and the military also found themselves at the mercy of the
Chickasaw people when it came tossing the major waterwayglany Chickasaw
families who operated stands also operated ferries and providst@ss crossing the
waterwaysCol bert 6s Ferry, | ocated along the Natc
George Colbert and his family from 1800 to 181%s tocumented that he once charged
Andrew Jackson $75,000 to ferry his Tennessee Army across the Tennessee River.

These early entreprenéairexamples showcase the Chickasativelessspirit to
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provide for their own. The Colbert family was one of many Clsekv families during

the 1800s who utilized their businesses to improve the economite@re and quality

of life for their families. However, after the passage of the Indian Removal Act in 1830,
ik i Chickasaws were forced to

abandon their businesses and

remove west. While Chickasaws
were removed from their
Homelandleaving behind the

tangible structures resonating

o 0 o AR e % Chickasaw esnomic

Figure7: Chickasaw leders pose in front of the newtpnstructed
Chickasaw Capitol during the dedication ceremony in 1898. development in theditheast,

Courtesy of th@klahoma Historical Society.
they did not leave behind their skills and idéyias early entrepreneurs.

Majority of Chickasaws were removéwm their Homeland fromi83751.
However, Chickasaw families continued to arrive in Indian Territorioube 1890sas
evidenced through Chickasaw tribal enrollment in the Dawes.Rilise settled in
Indian Territory, Chickasaws worketiligently to rebuild. In less than 19 ysathey
reestablishetheir businesses, homes, schools, fafarsiliesand governmern their
new territory(seelndian Territory Governmerdurriculum) Chickasaw families
regained theifooting as successful businessmen and entrepreneurs in theifglow
areasmerchandisingranching, sand and rock quarrying and farmirgm Oklahoma

Statehood in 1907 and into the 1970s, Chickasaws remained determined teitn@rov

lives of their own through continueshd newbusiness endeavors.
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In September 1972, the
Chickasaw Nation purchased
the Artesian Motor Hotel,
located in Sulphur, Okleoma
(Lance, 2012)While many

Chickasaw families owned

_ : businesses prior to this, the
*""--;(Dv_'.?'_;wwz‘-fw e

Figure8: Photograph of the Chickasaw Motor Inn. Courtesy ofth mo t o r hot el was t he t
Chickasaw NatiorCollections.

owned and operatdulisinesss a wholeForwardthinking Chickasaw leaders, including
former Governor Overton James and current Chickasaw Nation Governor Bill
Anoatubby, utilized Bureau of Indian Affadrgrants to renovate and remodel the facility
With a new business plathe Artesian Motor Hotel
quickly became a profitnaking venture for the

| Chickasaw Nation, earning approximate\0$;D00 in

its first year of operatiofLance, 2012)

| ARTESIAN B

Shortly thereafter, the tribe renamed the motor hotel
the Chickasaw Motor Inn, andserved as the tribal
headquarters until the official Chickasaw Nation

headquarters building in Ada opened in 19Z&nce,

Figure9: TheChi ckasaw 2012)In 2006, the former motor inn was demolished
Artesian Hotel Casino & Spa was
opened in 2013, and it replaced the

tormer Chickasaw Motor Inf. to make way for the Artesian Hotel Casino & Spa,
Courtesy of theChickasaw Nation
Collections which opened its doors in 20IBne new hotel
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provides comfort and amenities to satisfy every need of the modern tr&isidar to
the fistandso in the Chickasaw Homel and, the
to the area, serving as a meeting space and plategd oday, tle Artesian Hotel
Casino & Spa continues to carry on the legaicthe Chickasaw Motor Inn and the
importance it had to theospitality ofChickasaw people.
The Chickasaw Nation continues to provide for its citizens in all areas of life,
including heah care, nutrition, education, arts, culture andre With more thari00
enterprisesthe tribe is economically strong, culturally vibrant and full of energetic
people still dedicated to improvinbe lives of Chickasaws. The Wit World Casino
andResort, the worldds | argest casino, i s own
tremendous impaanthe Chickasaw people and thate of OklahomaOpened in 2004,
the casino now providdelousands ojobs for Chickasaws and ndPhickasaw citizens.
The tribe continues texpand its business ventures to inclbdsinesses such as
chowlate factory, cultural centand other professional services, led by Chickasaw Banc

Holding Co., which operates Bank2 in Oklahoma City, and Chickasaw Nation Industries,

o)
“WORLD CASINO-

-
-
]
L]
EE
-
-
-
L]
-
L]
=

Figure 10: The WinStar World Casino, owned and operated by the Chickasam,N&tocated in
Thackerville, OklahomaCourtesy of the&Chickasaw Nation Collections
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which provides services for state, federal and private clidaditionalbusinesses
include manufacturing, tourism and energy (Mize 2012). Continuing the legacy of
helping others, the Chickasaw Nation bolstaore tharjustits citizens, buglsothe
state of Oklahoma. Bill Lance, secretary of the Chickasaw Nation Departfent o
Commerce, stated, AWe [the Chickasaw Nati on]
partner, and we share a common goal to strengthen the economy and prodang as
j obs a sTha@hickasaw Nabon remains committed to its citizens and
partnershipsln 1987 when

Bill Anoatubby was first

elected Governor of the

Chickasaw Nation, the tribe

had 250employees. Today,

the tribe employs nearly

14,000 peopleboth
Figurell: Visitors enjoying a game of stickball at the Chickasaw Cultu
Center in Sulphur, Okleoma Courtesy of the&Chickasaw Nation

Chickasaw and nen ;
Collections.

Chickasaw

The current businesses owned and operated by the Chickasaw Nation continue to
tell the sory of the Chickasaw peopterough an entrepreneurial ler&ecetaryBill
Lanceindicated A Our [t he Chickasaw Nation] economi
economic fabric of the state, and the revenues generated through our various business
enterprises allow us to invest in programs and services for the bene&t©hitkaaw

Nati on and Ok (Mad20lR)aFromiearly trmding svith Southeastern

The Chickasaw Natiddecondanstudent Curriculum: The History of Chickasaw Entrepreneurship 16


http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiS94KhpLfPAhVHbiYKHQ1-CtAQjRwIBw&url=http://chickasawculturalcenter.com/blog/stickball&bvm=bv.134495766,d.cWw&psig=AFQjCNGEaaCFhEkh-74a13O0CXW8MKi2sA&ust=1475331485279049






















