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Winter Fire - Fort Washita Viewing Guide 

1. It was said that the Chickasaw people faced the forced removal from their Homeland with both 
apprehension and optimism. Explain the circumstances that brought about these conflicting 
emotions.

2. Once they had arrived in Indian Territory the Chickasaw began the process of
rebuilding, but it wasn’t an easy task. Discuss the obstacles encountered by the
Chickasaw people as they began their lives and established their homes.

3. What were the peacekeeping provisions set forth in the 1830 treaty between the Choctaw and 
the U.S. government and the 1834 treaty between the Chickasaw and the U.S. government?

4. The establishment of Fort Washita in 1842 ushered in an era of great prosperity. Discuss
the importance of the military post as a hub of commerce in the area.



Winter Fire - Fort Washita Viewing Guide 

5. On April 12, 1861, shots were fired at Fort Sumter, South Carolina. The Chickasaw Nation
suddenly found itself in the middle of a civil war that it could not escape. What were the reasons
given for the Chickasaw joining the Confederacy?

6. Following the Civil War, Fort Washita was transferred to the U.S. Department of the Interior and
former Chickasaw agent Douglas Cooper lived there until his death in 1879. Later the Dawes
Commission allotted the fort and surrounding land to Chickasaw citizen, Charles Colbert. Today, it
is once again owned by and held in trust for the Chickasaw Nation. What is the legacy of Fort
Washita?



Viewing Guide Answer Key

1. It was said that the Chickasaw people faced the forced removal from their Homeland with both 
apprehension and optimism. Explain the circumstances that brought about these conflicting 
emotions.

POSSIBLE ANSWERS: In leaving their Homeland, the Chickasaw people had to leave behind everything 
they had worked hard to achieve–their homes, farms and businesses. They were also leaving behind the 
burial grounds of their Ancestors. Moving to Indian Territory brought great uncertainty and it would no 
doubt be a difficult and treacherous one. Despite all this, however, the optimism and strength of the 
Chickasaw people prevailed and they were determined to reestablish their once thriving communities in 
Indian Territory. 

2. Once they had arrived in Indian Territory the Chickasaw began the process of
rebuilding, but it wasn’t an easy task. Discuss the obstacles encountered by the
Chickasaw people as they began their lives and established their homes.

POSSIBLE ANSWERS: Confrontations with southern plains tribes including the Comanche, Kiowa, 
Apache, Pawnee began. The lands allocated for the Chickasaw had been home to the Plains tribes for 
centuries, who considered the region their territory and weren’t too accepting of the newly relocated 
Chickasaw people. These confrontations among tribes added turmoil and instability to an area already 
teeming with outlaws, cutthroats, trappers and other unscrupulous drifters. Anticipating potential issues in 
settling the area, the Chickasaw were keen to establish the peacekeeping measures they had negotiated into 
their treaties with the federal government. 

3. What were the peacekeeping provisions set forth in the 1830 treaty between the Choctaw and the 
U.S. government and the 1834 treaty between the Chickasaw and the U.S. government?

POSSIBLE ANSWERS: The first promise was to the Choctaw and their 1830 treaty, with article 11 
stating that the United States would provide military posts and post roads as needed to help keep the peace. 
The Treaty with the United States and Chickasaw of 1834 was negotiated with two primary points in mind, 
one being that the government would serve as a peacekeeping force in this area. In Article 2 of the treaty, 
the United States agreed to defend against any encroachment from any other tribe or settlers in the area. 
Attacks by western tribes and turmoil from other intruders in the territory forced tribal leaders to push hard 
for the U.S. military to enforce the peacekeeping tenets of the treaty. It was not the Chickasaw’s intent to 
move into this new land and have to fight to keep it. 

4. The establishment of Fort Washita in 1842 ushered in an era of great prosperity. Discuss the 
importance of the military post as a hub of commerce in the area.



POSSIBLE ANSWERS: Fort Washita was established in 1842 on the southwestern most edge of the 
American frontier. Importantly positioned with the Choctaw Nation to the east, the Chickasaw Nation to 
the west and, the Republic of Texas just across the Red River, it became a trading center and market for 
Chickasaw and Choctaw produce including corn, wheat, oats, rye and cotton. Its presence and the security 
provided by this military installation ushered in accelerated growth and prosperity.  

5. On April 12, 1861, shots were fired at Fort Sumter, South Carolina. The Chickasaw Nation 
suddenly found itself in the middle of a civil war that it could not escape. What were the reasons 
given for the Chickasaw joining the Confederacy?

POSSIBLE ANSWERS: The Chickasaw joined the Confederacy for a variety of reasons. They were 
linked historically to the South through culture and economics. Their Homeland was also located in the 
southern states, and their agents, at the outbreak of war, were from the south. Douglas Cooper was from 
Mississippi, and he had come with the Chickasaws to Indian Territory. Another reason why the 
Chickasaws joined the Confederacy–mistrust of the Federal government. The whole issue of losing their 
Homeland was still there. They hadn’t forgotten that. There were still wounds that had not healed. 
Additionally, the federal government wasn’t fulfilling its treaty obligations to the Chickasaw people, and 
the Republic of Texas, directly across the Red River, was a threat because it was a Confederate allied 
territory. When the war started and the Union troops came through, if they didn’t fight the U.S. government 
would take all of their animals, their livestock, their produce, everything because they had to feed their 
army. It was either fight for the Confederacy or lose everything they had. 

6. Following the Civil War, Fort Washita was transferred to the U.S. Department of the Interior and 
former Chickasaw agent Douglas Cooper lived there until his death in 1879. Later the Dawes 
Commission allotted the fort and surrounding land to Chickasaw citizen, Charles Colbert. Today, it 
once again owned by and held in trust for the Chickasaw Nation. What is the legacy of Fort 
Washita?

POSSIBLE ANSWERS: Fort Washita is a very important landmark to this area. Its grounds and structures 
not only house the history of the Chickasaw people, but of early Oklahoma and the history of America 
through its darkest days of civil unrest. It is important to know where we came from. In order to know who 
we can become in the future, we must know who we were in days long past. Fort Washita represents a 
grand moment in time, a time when history of the Chickasaw Nation, the state of Oklahoma and the United 
States of America converged in one spot. Fort Washita serves as a reminder of the lives lost there and relics 
of a time long ago when the Chickasaw people once again showed themselves to be 
“unconquered and unconquerable.” Fort Washita also stands as testament to Chickasaw sovereignty, who 
called on the U.S. government to uphold their end of the treaty agreements and to provide protection for 
the Chickasaw people. 
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Fort Washita Roll a Ghost Story!
Roll a die for times to determine the atmosphere, setting, 
place, character and conflict for your story. Then write a 

chilling Fort Washita ghost story!

Once upon a 
midnight 
dreary

By the light of 
the rare blood 

red moon

It was a dark, 
exquisitely 

frightful night

As a dusty, 
gritty sunset 
began to fall

The humidity 
was 

oppressive 
that day

Icicles 
crackled in 

the darkness

In the west 
barracks

On the 
parade 
grounds

In the old 
abandoned 

hospital

At the 
confederate 

hospital

At the 
stables

Near the 
bake oven

Aunt June 
(aka 

Headless 
June)

Young 
officer 

dead from 
malaria

A ghostly 
apparition 
dressed in 

white

Part human, 
part animal 

that roams in 
the dark

Knife happy 
surgeon with 

a taste for 
blood

Violent and 
unscrupulous 

trader

Clanging 
sabers and 

bridles, but no 
men or horses 

in sight

Star crossed 
couple 

unable to 
marry

Soldier 
avenging 

death of his 
union brother

Mysterious and 
unexplained 

disappearances 
at the fort

Blood curdling 
screams 

heard every 
night at 

midnight

Fires ignite 
spontaneously 

at the fort



Included are three letters from John R. Whaley to his brother-in-law Rudolph Palmer. Whaley 
was a soldier in the U.S. Army's Light Company M, 2nd Artillery and was stationed at Fort 
Washita for at least one year. He was born in Loudoun County, Virgina, about 1833. He enlisted 
in 1854 at 21 years of age and served for five years before being discharged at Fort Leavenworth, 
Kansas. His enlistment entry describes him as having hazel eyes, light brown hair, a ruddy 
complexion and 5'7".

Sources:
U.S., Army, Register of Enlistments, 1798-1914, Ancestry.com
U.S., 1850 Census, Ancestry.com
"Letters of John R. Whaley, Light Company M 2nd Artillery" folder, Fort Washita, vertical files;
Research Center, Oklahoma Historical Society, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.



My Friend-

Fort Wachita, Chickasaw Nation· 
November 11855 

I have once more seated myself in order to write you a few lines .to let 
you know how I am getting along. I have at last reached my destinationand I 
am very well pleased ·with it. It is a very lonesome part of the country very 
few inhabitants except for Indians. I left Baton Rouge the thirty first august 
on board a steamer for Memphis where we arrived September ·3rdand landed 
on the arkansas side opposite the city the night we landed it was raining very 
nearly all night we have no shelter that night but the heavens I did not think 
hard of it as it was out of the power of the officers to prepare anything that 
night we had good tents we remained there two days and then took up the 
line of march fr this placea distance of five hundred miles after the first days 
march we lay by two days and continued our marchthe road was very 
indifferent for one hundred miles after we marched to Little (Rock) one 
hundred and fifty miles from Memphis the remainder of the road was very 
good. Arkansas is thinly settled and the settlers are very unsociable. A great 
many of them live .in houses neither chinked nor duab'd. The land east of 
Little Rock is principally a low black soil. West of that is mostly sandy until 
you get near the line it is them a mixture of limestone and appears to be very 
strong. Water is very scarce in many places. I can not say that we suffered for 
water but we often had to drink standing water. We buried five men on the 
march they died with diarrhea some of them were buried in a blanket on the 
wild pharaile. We marched some twenty-five miles of pharailes in the state 
and a about seventy-five in the Territory. Fort Wacbita is twenty miles 
fromTexas and hundred and fifty from the Arkansas line on~ mile from the 
false Wachita river. There is a small town one half mile from the Fort 
containing fifteen or twenty housesthree stores and a post· office. Their is a 
great many Indians around the fort, all civilised. The greater part of them can 
speak english but do not like to do it. 

I must now tell you some little about myself. I am enjoying good 
health and in good spirits. I get up in the m~rning at six o'clock and go to the 
stables and we feed and curry two horses a piece and water them and return to 
quarters and have breakfast half past seven. Go to drill at nine and drill one 
hour and at three in the evening the same. At four we go to the stables again, 

.. feed, water and curry. There is some cleaning out the stables and feeding 
. while others curry. Every man has a certain part to do. I am better pleased 

with the As my than ever it is a nice lot of men in the company it number " 
seventy six have forty eight horses working four to each cannon. The officers 
here are very kind indeed. Their names Brevet :tvfojor (Henry Jackson) Hunt, 

• ~olonel (Braxton) Bragg, Lieutenant Lang de Canueil, Quartermaster Green. . ? 
Hunt served in Mexico in Duncan's battery. Bragg you know much about 
him. I can tell you this is a very healthy place it is getting cold hear we fell it 
very sensible on account of the hot summer. 



John R. Whaley to Rudolph Palmer, 1 November 1855; "Letters of John R. Whaley, Light 
Company M 2nd Artillery" folder, Fort Washita, vertical files; Research Center, 
Oklahoma Historical Society, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.

I will say nothing more at present you will hear from (me) again soon· 
so farewell dear brother. Once more rite soon if you please. Give my lo~e to 
all. 

Devotedly your Brother, 
John R. Whaley 

. Directions John .R. Riley, Light Co. M 2nd Arty, Fort Washita C.N. in care of 
• Sergeant Riley 

Rudolph Palmer 



John R. Whaley to Rudolph Palmer, 25 November 1855; "Letters of John R. Whaley, 
Light Company M 2nd Artillery" folder, Fort Washita, vertical files; Research Center, 
Oklahoma Historical Society, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.

.. 

Dear Brother 

Fort Washita, C.N.' 
Nov. 25, 1~55 

I have once more taken my pen in hand to write you a few lines to let 
you no i am well and in good spirits. I am doing as well as i could wish at • 
present with one exception and that is I have no girls to go see to pass away . 
the idle hours which appear very long to me. For at such times I often get to 
thinking of home and friends and relations far away for I no that some of 
them mourn for me as lost to them forever, but if it is in God's will i hope 
too meet them all again and if i do it will be in better circumstances than 
when i left. if I cannot, I shall never. I aam inclined to think there is yet 
something in this world for me if i seek it properly which is i intent to try to 
do. I have made bad use of my time so fari must admit, but there is yet time 
for improvement. I am now master of the sabre drill which I am very fond 
of. It suits my tastes exactly. I have got cavalry and battery drill to learn. 
Battery drill is very laborious. you may no when we handle a piece weighing 
a thousand pounds and only four men to do it. There is four horses for each 
piece and two driyers. I am a driver but I have to learn all branches of the 
drill. 

Most everything is very dear here except buckskins and deer meat 
which is very plenty and cheap. Coffee is very saleable at 25¢ a pound. A pair 
of citizens boot~ are wor.th from six to ten dollars a pair. In fact all kinds of 
merchandise is very dear. Cor in worth $1.25 per bushel. Cattle are cheap you 
can (own) the best of cows from ten to fifteen dollars a piece. If you want beef 
you can kill it where ever you find it. We killevery hog that comes about the 
garrison. The most of the Indians are mostly very dirty. some of the wimen 
are very good looking. It would make you laugh to see them fight. They are 
not allowed to strike. Their mode of fighting is pulling and pulling their hair 
and butting. I have two horses to see. after: the horses are all very wilfmd 
when there is forty eight of them taken out of the stables together it is really 
dangerous to be anywhere near them. or even on their back is a cushioned 
rear and lump there is very few men get hurt. You must tell all the children 
howdye do. Give my love to Susan and all inquiring Friends write to me 
often if you please. I have not heard from you since I enlisted. No more at 
present so farewell once more. • 

Devotedly Yours 
John R. Whaley 

Light Co. M 2nd Artillery 
Fort Washita 

Chickasaw Nation 



John R. Whaley to Rudolph Palmer, 5 April 1856; "Letters of John R. Whaley, Light 
Company M 2nd Artillery" folder, Fort Washita, vertical files; Research Center, 
Oklahoma Historical Society, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.

Fort Washita, Chickasaw Nation 
April 51856 

Dear Brother-
I received your letter yesterday a week ago. It found me enjoying the 

best of health. I was glad to hear you were all well. You requested me to write 
.you a description of'our drill and the inhabitation of the country. As for the , 
inhabitants are hard to describe. The greater part of them are a mixture of the 
white man and the Indian. You will see once and awhile a man from the 
states. The whites hear have the same ways as the Indians with a very few 
exceptions. The Indians and the half breeds are g¥reat for having a variety of . 
colors in their costumes. They have their pants made as a general thing tight ~ 
to their leg and fringed down the sides. They have their coats of buckskins 
and different kinds of flowered calico, generally a red and a red fringe 
wherever it can be put, though most of them have a shawl between two and 
six feet square twisted around their head leaving the top bare. 

The wimin generally dress in calico and wear moccasin shoes the 
dresses made in a very common style. A shawl or handerkerchief around 
their heads .. Ther~ is some very pretty girls among them. Everything here 
begins to look like spring of the year. We had weather hear the middle of 
marchat 90 degreed in the shade. the prairies are green with grass. We grass 
our horses about three hours a day. I will give you a description of my drill in 
my next letter .. 

I must now close as it only wants ten minutes to nine and I go on post 
at that. I am on guard tonight. Give my love to Susan and the children and 
all inquiring friends. 

Light Co. M. 2nd Artillery, Fort Arbuckle C.N. 
Excuse this. I will write more next time. 

Hurrah for Fillmore and Donelson 

Your Brother 
John R. Whaley 



Informative 
Score Ideas  & Development 

4 ● The content is  appropriate for audience and purpose.
● Topic is  clear and fully developed us ing relevant text-based facts , definitions , specific details , quotations , or other

examples .
● The writer quotes  and paraphrases  evidence avoiding plagiarism, us ing appropriate citations .
● Topic is  s us tained throughout the compos ition. (from prior SDE rubric)

3 ● The content is  largely appropriate for audience and purpose.
● Topic is  s tated and partially developed us ing text-based facts , definitions , s pecific details , quotations , or other exam
● The writer attempts  to quote and paraphrase evidence, us ing appropriate citations .
● Topic is  s us tained throughout the compos ition.

2 ● The content is  limited for audience and purpose.
● Topic may be inferred and has  limited development us ing weak text-based facts , definitions , specific details , 

quotations , or other examples .
● The writer does  not attempt to quote or paraphrase evidence, us ing appropriate citations .
● Writer does  not s us tain the topic throughout the compos ition.

1 ● The content is  inappropriate for audience and purpose.
● Topic is  unclear and is  not developed.
● Little  evidence is  elicited from the text

ORGANIZATION, UNITY, AND COHERENCE 

4 ● Introduction is  engaging and presents  a clear topic. (prior SDE rubric)
● Text-based facts , details , and examples  are presented in a well-executed progress ion.
● Trans itions  are appropriate and clearly link ideas
● A formal s tyle is  es tablis hed and maintained.
● Conclus ion summarizes  the information presented in a cohes ive manner.

3 ● Introduction and topic are clear.
● Text-based facts , details , and examples  are presented in a logical progress ion.
● Trans itions  link ideas .
● A formal s tyle is  es tablis hed but may be incons is tent.
● Conclus ion summarizes  information pres ented.

2 ● Introduction is  incomplete and topic is  not clearly s tated.
● Some text-based facts , details , and examples  are presented randomly.
● Trans itions  are limited and fail to link ideas .
● A formal s tyle may be attempted.
● Conclus ion is  incomplete with little  s upport of the information presented.

1 ● Lacks  logical direction.
● No evidence of organizational s tructure

All Modes  

WORD CHOICE SENTENCES AND PARAGRAPHS GRAMMAR, USAGE, AND MECHANICS 
Score 4 ● Academic s pecific

vocabulary is  us ed
effectively to clearly 
convey ideas .

● Rich variety of s entence
s tructure, type, and length (prior
SDE rubric) 

● Few, if any, fragments  or run-ons
(prior SDE rubric)

● Evidence of appropriate
paragraphing (prior SDE rubric)

● Effectively demons trates  command of the
conventions  of s tandard English grammar 
and us age as  well as  capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling.

● Errors  are minor and do not affect
readability. (prior SDE rubric) 

Score 3 ● Academic vocabulary is
us ed to convey ideas .

● Variety of sentence s tructure, 
type, and length

● Few fragments  or run-ons
● Evidence of paragraphing

● Demons trates  command of the
conventions  of s tandard English grammar 
and us age as  well as  capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling.

● Errors  may be more noticeable but do not
s ignificantly affect readability.

Score 2 ● Academic vocabulary is
limited.

● Limited variety of sentence
s tructure, type, and length

● Several fragments  or run-ons
● Little  or no attempt at

paragraphing

● Demons trates  limited command of the
conventions  of s tandard English grammar 
and us age as  well as  capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling.

● Errors  may be dis tracting and interfere
with readability.

Score 1 ● Academic vocabulary is
lacking.

● No clear s entence s tructure
● Many fragments  or run-ons
● Little  or no attempt at

paragraphing

● Demons trates  little  or no command of the
conventions  of s tandard English grammar 
and us age as  well as  capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling.

● Errors  are numerous  and severely impede
readability.

Fort Washita Evaluation Informative Essay Rubric
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, RICHARD.

RICHARD (DICK) ifcROAN,..
Dti~ant, Olcla.

(An intermarried Choctaw Citizen)
An Iaterritw.

Mrs. Lula Austin—Research V?orker.
Indtaa-Pioneer History, 3-149
April 14, 1937.

Date of Birth—April 25, 1854.

Place of Birth—Virginia

Father—-!?. E. Morgan

Plaoe of Birth—Virginia

Mother—Jallie Morgan

Place of Mrth—Virginia
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ZHTSHTIKW fflTB RICHARD (DICK) MORGAH '

DORANT, OKLAHOyjL.

INTERMARRIED CHOOTAW CITIZEN.

X left Virginia when a boy and oame west, finally

' locating in Wolf City, Texas where I remained until 1893.

During jay stay there .*r» George, for whom i worked, and

who had became attached to me, suggested that i join him

in a oattie feed adventure, rte entered this business, which

proved profitable to me, giving me a start in the business

which was to be afterwards the business 1 would follow

throughout ay later years.

In the month of March, 1893, with the profits 1

had made, a team and covered wagon, I .moved north to

Indian Territory, finally landing in the town of Durant,

a small place on the iO.ty railroad, but in the heart of
a

the finest grazing oountry I had ever seen, with good

pens and yards for shipping cattle.

Durant at this time had no aore than three hund-

red people. The town consisted of four stores- Drug ^tore,

Barber, two Grocery ~> tores. Water was secured by wells.

The principal industry waa Cotton, Corn and cattle.

Enough was seen to assure me that i had found the

place to locate, which I did.

I had enough money to start buying cattle, and it

was during one of my cattle baying trips that I met my

future wife who was Lotrna Hail, a Cbogtaw, daughter of
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Gather In t Harkins and Sdward Hell. 1 was nvrrled under

the Onoctaw law, X was required to hate t»n signers before

I could obtain a license and the fee was v 100.00—that

gave me all the rights end privileges of a fullblood Indian.

As the town grew, I waB the one to heln build the

first church in Durant, which was the fcSethodist. Later the

building was sold, tfe built the second one, which afterward'

burned. R. L. Williams came end asked me for & donation to

build another one, I wrote him a check for ;100.00. I

subscribed to build the first college in Durant, for girls.

Helped to establish First National Bank, which was first

bank under charter. I was Vice-president for twenty-six

years.

The first bank *ss operated by Jones and Ledbetter

without a charter. Capital was $5000.00. I borrowed all

the money and bought cattle. I had gone to 3olf 2ity on

business and on arriving.there had word to return to

Durant immediately as the depoaitcrrs had made a run on

the bank. The bankers had locked the doors and were

hid'ing, aa the depositors threatened to kill thera if

the money was not returned. I went to the depositors '

awd told them 1 had borrowed tie money and would give

tham ay note for the amount. That satisfied them. I
o
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ahlpptd tb* oattle and oltared §3000,00, paid the bank

and the depositors ware paid. The "bank closed. This

ended the first bank in Durant.

I help to organize the Democratic pnrty before

statehood. I was one of the first Aldermen of Durant;

was elected April 9, 1900.

I WEB connected with the Wilson-Jones faction. The

Wilson-Jones and Locke factionswent to war over the election.

Both had an army and several men were killed. The fighting

was in the Yio^nity of AntU-re and around -the capital at

Talihina. .Tones won. Hkftn came another faction over

election. Green MoCurtain end Tom banter. The Hunter

faction held an election and took the ballot boxes to

Talihina and the V£ urtain faction guarded the capital.

Calling on the United >tates for troops, a company of

Negro soldiers were sent and took charge of ballot

boxes and McCurtein won 3 to 1 and was elected dhief.

My wife's grandfather, Robert Nail, wea cheirman of

fiabbit Creek Colony and an interpreter for the Indiana.

It was the custom^for the IHdians to hold

oattle for the white men, Will Durant (Present Chief of

Choctews) held cattle for the Dooganc. Their br.nd was
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the bar Z 4.

A white aan was oh^rged $500. a year, permit to

live la the Territory. They would put in claims for the

Indians and live there for the improvements. The Indians

would fence &a much as 640 acres, no one could locate

within, a 4 a niile of ea<*n other.

Before statehood Indians were all self-sustain-

ing, had plenty 3tock, chickens and nice gardens. There

were no beg^ers. We had good schools. Never hz.6. people

lived in such a country as we had then.

We had many outlaws here, one bunch composed of

Lon Gardner, Tandy Folsom, Bd Bohanan, and Oave Bohanaa,

who were all nearly full-blood Indians. tfany times I

have seen them all drinking and riding their horses

in the store and shooting, not caring whom they killed.

The United States made a treaty of peace with
K

Tandy folaom, which is & matter of record in the Fort

Staith Courts, wiped out everything against him and

made him an officer of the United States.

Alec Robinson, another oulaw, stole a poor

Dutohmanf's oxen at night while he eras in camp and hid

them. 1 gave Ed. Bohanan $5,00 to go to tfuskogee to get

a warrant to arrest him. He want to arrest Alee and was
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shot In th* back by Alee, who was hidden in a dug-out.

Tbty never proved Aleo shot him.

The Ghootaws had no jails. They punished you by

whipping you at ttae whipping post and, 1? you committed '

a third offease, shot you. I recall a man who was

oonvicted of murder and sentenced to die. He was

turned loose and told when to oome back to be shot.

Some of the men tried to get hiro^o ride horseback

into Texas and escape,"No", he said, "me oome back".

He did. They had him sit under a tree >jnd put a rross

over his heart and a Mr. Poaey aho't him.

I was a close friend of Wilson N. Jones,

Chootaw full-biood, who was oailed Chief among his

people. He was the bigeest oattle man in the country.

1 bought oattle from him for ten years end unless you

shipped them out he wouldn't sell to you, find one day

I was grazing oattle around old Ft. Washit^ and often

heard the story about the Fort being haunted. It was

said that a man and woman were hanged there for being

traitors. Eaoh night they were seen riding around and

around the house. But in all rny nights spent there,

I was not fortunate enough to sen them. Th.er« was an

There, was an old Irishman who volunteered to spend the
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night there and watoh for the riders. While sitting

before the fire, a voice apparently ooming from a oat

that was lying on the hearth aaid, "Nobody here but you

and me,Pat,Is there?1'The Irishman said, "What? and the

vo&oe spoilt again and Pat said, "endl by no one

will be here but you in a minute."

When the Indiana began to register at the

County Court House at Caddo for their allotments, the

following were in charge of the register. toKae Robinson,

Joe Bryant, Jude Hampton, Jude Byington and Turner Turnbull,

all Chootaws. The day I registered the men who had charge

of the register *ere all drinking a little and feeling

good* As I approached one of them said. "Here comes

Jack Morgan, let hira register) but don't let. Mr.

Woodward".'Woodward waa with me and Intermarried

like myself, and they wouldn't let him register,

but later he went back and'registered. . " ' . •

• Hegro slaves' of Chootaws received forty

aores. The govarnmen,^ paid the Chocrtaws for land

given the negpo.

My wife was a-very attractive Indian and had

many admirers when a young gir-1.. '•
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la ay oourtlng days X had two good friends whose houses I

would pass on ay way to my glrl's-a Mra. Growdar and Mrs; Caaa.

They would ••» ahlldren carrying notes to my girl from her

other beau* and would persuade them to sell them for ten '

cents. They would destroy them and tell me about them.

On my first Tlalt with my rife to my old home in

Oarsrille, Virginia, In 1898, nearly every one In town

met the train, even an old negro sl&ve who had belonged to

the family. They thought I was bringing back an Indian

wearing a blanket and feathes. They were much surprised

to see a beautiful, well-sduoated woman.

My wife died May 7, 1920,leaving six children» and

myself to mourn the lose of a sweet Christian wife and mother.

My father and mother, W. E.Morgan and Sallle Morgan,are

both Ssad. I hare three sisters and t«o brothers living.

EXPERIENCES IN CATTLE BUSIHSS

Atwood Risner bought 120 head of horses from Abner

Sillis, who WQS administrator for Mrs. Durant. He gave $10.00

a head. He shipped 1 car, along withe some cattle I was

shipping to Pumroy and Hand ley, at. Louis, Mo. Two Greeks

later we went up there and the market had been flooded with

mules, fillies, mares, snd colta, fte asked Mr. Handley,. (who

was a Dutchman,) what the horses brought; He tdbk us to his
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books tad said "well, tht frelg&t was $17.00, feed so rouoh,

oare so amah"; so I just asked him what the theatre tickets

and street oar fare was, se he had everything but that charged

against taea. Mr. Risner lost hearily on his horses. When we

returned none he sold those he didn't ship torn. I made money

on them, sold I span for 5850.00.

1 later went broke; ow:-d the Jherman bank #25,000. I

went to Jin Hall, who was President of the bank, and offered

to turn what oattle I had over , he sett "no".

Mr. W. H. Purner, of Wolf City, Texas, heard, of my

hard luck and sent for me. Said he had $65,000 he would let

ne h-.re to buy oattle if I would pay him 6> on money and

half the profit, I agreed and in two weeks I was baok for '

•ore Money. He let OB haTO $25,000 more. I bought sore

cattle and aftoij I had fed then 60 days I sold them to

Mr. Duaas, doubling my money.

In 1906 during a money panic I bought 600 steers,

near where Boswell Is now, and g;..ve my due bill to Willie

8. Wilson, payable on demand. Then 1 shipped the oattle to

Ourant and couldn't get the money to pay freight* I stood

the Frlsoo R. R. off for 30 days.
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On on* trip to the market at ot. Louis with 250 steers

during a Pullman strike, we shipped, at our own risk, end

»•*• unloaded at Partona Kansas, for three days, 'flhen we

finally arrived in it. Louia, the pens were empty and the

paoklng bouses were clamoring for cattle* I sold to the

K 3t. Lotils Packing Company for $70.00 end I h d only

paid $rcra>. around.

Dixop Duront had his claim .mere Durant is located.

He sold lots for hones, but when allotments came up, the

towns!tea were all reserved by the government and you

had to pay the approved prioe. All who hod purchased

vfrom Dimon Durant hed the privilege to buy the lot

they
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Lule Austin,
Interviewer,
September IB, 1937.

ivn Interview with Mrs, 1*1 .J. . Mckinn,
Durant, Oklahoma.

liilton P . . McMinn, my husband, aervea in the Civil

Wer^enlisting at the age of sixteen years, The l a s t two

years of the 7<ar he spent quite a b i t of time at Fort

Vi'eshita. He w&s never in reel service, was sick in the

hospital at Tort Washita six weeks with fever. The

hospital was located where the old cemetery i s now*

Colonel Be Ikaap ;7as stationed there tX that time, Cne day

after he w&s able to s i t up, he was s i t t ing on the porch

when he saw a man coming, leading a horae; how happy he

was when he recognized the men as his father . He wer.t

home^dth him end remained a month' . His oldest Irother

was killed in the war.

The soldiers* rations were poor; they, did not r e -

ceive the a t tent ion that the boys in the l a s t wer d id .

The only gif t from the government my husband received

during the war was what was called a round about jacket,

that was e l l the government ever gave him. If he needed

shoes, unless his people sent them, he had to wear old
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ones if they happened to be worn out. Many nights he

stood on guard -ellVnight in the rain.

The soldiers-were inarched to Richmond, Texas,and

disbanded there; it was far away from most of the boys1

home. We never knew why they took them there to dis-

band. On the way to Richmond they had little food for

a week. They passed a wild berry patch and had a feast

on them. % husband said his feet were so blistered it

was a month before he could wear shoes. The night after

he arrived home he told his mother she could put him

anywhere to sleep, just so he was alone. He said he had

slept with all kind of people and had a horror of sleeping

with anyone. *"

Charlie Colbert lives where the officers' quarters

were. Part of the cabin was there,during the Civil War.

He said he nevef5 could see why so much money was spent

at Fort Washita on buildings as they were used very little.

I often went with my husband to Fort Washita. He

would talk to me about the days he spent there as a soldier

and point out different places of interest.
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In the fall of 1898^, there was a piece in the Dallas

News about the following ghost story which I heard Mrs.

Peveto relate. My husband and I went to the Fort the

Sunday after reading £n account of the story in the paper.

When we arrived there we went to the home of l>lrs. Peveto,

who lived in one of the old buildings that Lad a large

fireplace. We were met at the door by a boy about nine

years old who told us his mother was not at home, but

K.-ho •xcit«dly said, ''The ghost came." We waited until

his mother came home and this is what we heard from hart

"It was after supper and I was in the kitchen washing

the dishes. I heard what I had haard many tines before,

a stone roll down on the roof stopping in thef eaves. It

was much louder that night, I paused from my dishwashing

and said,(In toe name of God, what was that?1 A silvery*,

white headless figure appeared in the doorway, placed a

bony hand on the sill and said,'Follow me and I will re-

ward you'. I screamed and said, 'I can't, I can't,' and

fainted. My husband who was in the ad joining room rushed

, in and found me on the floor." She also told us that she

had seen this headless woman put beautiful baby clothes

en the line.
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Mrs. Peveto moved away from for t Yfeshita end at one

time lived in. Durant.

Allen Toombs, who l ives in the home of Mrs. McMinn,

has a qui l t (Tulip design) that.was pieced b; his mothers

great aunt who came from Mississippi with the Indians. The

quilt has her name, Ellen Murphy, and date when quilted

embroidered on the q u i l t . I t was made ninety-three years

ago, and is in perfect condition ^
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